
What is an Open-Source Operating System? 

The term "open source" refers to computer software or applications where the owners 

or copyright holders enable the users or third parties to use, see, and edit the product's 

source code. The source code of an open-source OS is publicly visible and editable. The 

usually operating systems such as Apple's iOS, Microsoft's Windows, and Apple's Mac 

OS are closed operating systems. Open-Source Software is licensed in such a way that it 

is permissible to produce as many copies as you want and to use them wherever you 

like. It generally uses fewer resources than its commercial counterpart because it lacks 

any code for licensing, promoting other products, authentication, attaching 

advertisements, etc. 

The open-source operating system allows the use of code that is freely distributed and 

available to anyone and for commercial purposes. Being an open-source application or 

program, the program source code of an open-source OS is available. The user may 

modify or change those codes and develop new applications according to the user 

requirement. Some basic examples of the open-source operating systems are Linux, 

Open Solaris, Free RTOS, Open BDS, Free BSD, Minix, etc. 

 


