
What is Windows Desktop? 

The Windows Desktop refers to the primary graphical user interface (GUI) that appears 
when a user starts a Windows-based computer. It is a core component of Microsoft’s 

Windows operating system, designed to help users interact with files, folders, applications, 
and system settings in an organized and intuitive way. The desktop is where users can 

manage their work environment, launch programs, and access important tools. 

 

Main Features of the Windows Desktop 

1. Background (Wallpaper): 
The desktop background, or wallpaper, is the image or color that fills the screen 

behind all windows and icons. Users can customize this with personal photos or preset 
images provided by Windows. 

2. Icons: 
Icons are small graphical representations of programs, files, folders, and system 

components. Common icons on the desktop include “This PC,” “Recycle Bin,” and 
shortcuts to frequently used applications like Microsoft Word or Google Chrome. 

Double-clicking an icon opens the associated program or file. 
3. Taskbar: 

The taskbar is a horizontal bar usually located at the bottom of the desktop. It contains 
the Start Menu, search bar, quick launch icons, active applications, and the 

system tray (which displays the clock, volume control, network status, and 
background services). Users can pin their favorite apps to the taskbar for easy access. 

4. Start Menu: 
The Start Menu is a key feature of the Windows desktop. By clicking the Start 

button (usually located in the bottom-left corner), users can access all installed 
programs, settings, power options (shutdown/restart), and search tools. The Start 

Menu is customizable and allows users to organize applications as tiles or lists. 
5. Windows and File Explorer: 

The Windows desktop supports multiple open “windows” that display applications 
and documents. The File Explorer is used to browse, open, copy, move, and delete 

files and folders stored on the computer. Users can open several windows at once and 
arrange or resize them as needed. 

6. Multitasking and Virtual Desktops: 
Windows allows users to run multiple programs at the same time. Features like Snap 

Assist help organize windows on the screen, while virtual desktops let users create 
different desktop environments for work, personal tasks, or entertainment. 

7. Notifications and Action Center: 
In modern versions of Windows, the Action Center or Notification Center provides 

alerts for system updates, messages, app activity, and quick settings (Wi-Fi, 
brightness, battery, etc.). 

 


