
What is Ubuntu Nautilus File Manager? 

Nautilus, officially called GNOME Files, is the default file manager for the Ubuntu 
operating system, particularly when using the GNOME desktop environment. It provides a 

graphical interface for users to navigate, organize, and manage their files and folders easily. 
Nautilus is a fundamental tool that makes interacting with the filesystem intuitive and 

efficient. 

 

Key Features of Nautilus 

1. Graphical Interface for File Management 
Nautilus allows users to browse the files and directories on their computer without 

using complicated command-line commands. It displays files and folders in a clear, 
organized way, with options to view them as icons, lists, or detailed lists with 

information such as size, date modified, and file type. 
2. Basic File Operations 

Users can perform essential file operations such as: 
o Copy, move, rename, and delete files and folders with simple drag-and-drop 

or right-click context menus. 
o Create new folders or files. 

o Search for files or folders within the current directory or entire file system. 
3. Bookmarks and Quick Access 

Nautilus allows users to bookmark frequently accessed folders, which appear in the 
sidebar for quick navigation. It also displays common locations like Home, 

Documents, Downloads, Music, and Trash for easy access. 
4. Integrated Search 

The search function in Nautilus lets users quickly find files by name or content within 
the current directory or subdirectories, making file retrieval efficient. 

5. File Previews 
Nautilus supports file previews for many file types, such as images, documents, and 

videos, allowing users to see a thumbnail or preview pane without opening the file. 
6. Support for Network and External Drives 

Nautilus can access files on external storage devices like USB drives and external 
hard disks. It also supports network protocols like SMB (Windows shares) and FTP, 

enabling access to files stored on other computers or servers. 
7. Extensions and Customization 

Users can extend Nautilus’s functionality by installing plugins or extensions. This 
might include additional file operation options, integration with cloud services, or 

enhanced previews. 

 

User-Friendly Design 

Nautilus is designed with simplicity and usability in mind. Its clean interface, combined with 

useful features like drag-and-drop and context menus, makes it accessible for beginners while 
still powerful enough for advanced users. The sidebar gives quick access to important 



locations and drives, and the toolbar provides buttons for common actions like creating new 
folders or changing the view. 

 

Integration with Ubuntu 

Because Nautilus is the default file manager in Ubuntu, it is tightly integrated with the 

system. This means it works seamlessly with Ubuntu’s desktop environment, supports all 
common file types, and honors system-wide settings such as themes and accessibility options. 

It also integrates with Ubuntu’s Trash system, allowing users to recover accidentally deleted 
files easily, and supports searching files with Ubuntu’s search indexing service for faster 

results. 

 


