
HOW TOCONNECTTOTHEINTERNET

Today,it’spossibletoconnecttoandusetheinternetinmanydifferentways

Insummary

It’spossibletoconnecttotheinternetviaarangeofdevicesthesedays—thoughdesktopand

laptopcomputers,mobilephonesandtabletsarethemostcommon.

However,everydayitemssuchaswatches,evencentralheatingsystemsandrefrigerators,are

nowcapableofusingtheinternet.

Inorderforanydevicetoactuallygetonlinethough,requiressigningupforaspecialisedservice

foraccessingtheinternet.

Theseinternetaccessservicesaregenerallyoftwotypes:internetfixedtoaspecificlocation

andprovidedbyinternetserviceproviders,ormobileinternetthatcanbeusedoutandabout,

whichareprovidedbymobilephonenetworks.

Peopleuseoneortheother(orboth)typesofinternetaccess—fixedormobile—dependingon

thedevicethey’reusing,theirimmediateenvironmentandbudgets.

Thetwoingredientsforconnectingtotheinternet

Connectingtotheinternetrequirestwokeyingredients:

Adevicecapableofconnectingtotheinternet.

Accesstoaninternetservicethatwillallowthatdevicetogetconnected.

Basically,therearemanytypesofbothoftheabovethings.

Inotherwords,it’spossibletoconnecttotheinternetonanever-increasingrangeof

devices.Plus,there’salsoquiteafewdifferenttypesofservicesthatallowthesedevicestoget

online.

People’schoiceoverthevariousdevicesandmeansofgettingonlinevariesaccording

tomanyfactors,includinglifestyle(whetherthey’reathomeoroutandabout),howfrequently

theyneedtoaccesstheinternet(everydayforanumberofhoursorjustoccasionaluse),the

typesofthingstheywanttousetheinternettodo(catchupwithemailordownloadandwatch

filmsandtvprogrammes),andbudget(internetaccesscompaniesusuallychargetousetheir

services).

Let’sunpackagetheaboveinabitmoredetail...



Devicesthatcanconnecttotheinternet

Themostcommondevicespeopleusetodaytogetonline,include:

Desktopcomputers

Laptopcomputers

Mobilephones

Tablets

E-readers

However,therangeofdevicescapableofconnectingtotheinternetisever-

expandingandshiftingourunderstandingofwhat“beingonline”means.

Inrecentyears,we’veseentheemergenceofsmartwatches,centralheating

systems,andevenrefrigerators,whichbyconnectingtotheinternetcanperform allsortsof

enhancedandusefulfunctions.Still,themost“traditional”devicesusedforaccessingand

browsingtheinternettodayaredesktopcomputers,laptopcomputers,tabletsandsmartphones.

Twotypesofinternetconnectionservices

Therearetwokeytypesofservicethatcanprovideyouwithinternetaccess.Theyare:

Fixedinternet

Mobileinternet

Let'stakealookateach,inturn...

Fixedinternet.

Asthenamesuggests,thisisaninternetconnectionthatisfixedtoaspecificlocation(suchas

ahome,officeorshop)—meaningthattheinternetconnectionisuniquetothatproperty,and

assuchyoucanonlyaccessitwhenyou’rephysicallysituatedthere.

Choosingafixedinternetserviceprovider.

Manycompaniesprovideinstallationofoneoftheabovetypesoffixedinternetconnection,with

ongoingaccesstotheconnectionatanagreedspeedanddatausageoffered,mostlyona

contractbasis.

Somecompaniesaremorespecialisedinonetypeofconnectionthananother.Forinstance,

VirginMediaspecialisesincablebroadbandconnectionsasitisalsoaTVserviceprovider.

WhilstBT,astheownerofthemajorityoftheUK’stelephonelines,ismostwell-knownfor

providingADSLbroadband—thoughmanythird-partycompaniesareallowedaccesstoBT’s



networkandoffertheirownADSLbroadbandservices.Astheownerofthenewinfrastructure

thatallowsforlatestfibrebroadband,BTisalsocurrentlythesoleproviderofthisnext-

generationservice.

Mobileinternet

Mobileinternetisawayofgettingonlineanywherewithoutrelyingonafixed-location

connection—asthenamesuggests,byusingyourmobiledevice.

Mobilephoneoperatorsprovideaccesstothisalternativemethodofinternetusage.Whenyou

signuptoamobilephoneoperator’sservices—eitheronacontractorpay-as-you-gobasis—

youcanincludeaccesstoacertainamountofdata(measuredinmegabytes),allowingyouto

useyourmobiledevicetoconnecttotheinternetwithinthatcappedusagelimit.


