
Types Picture Diceases information

Soil pollution
Among the most common 

causes of soil contamination 

caused by human activity, the 

FAO highlights industry, mining, 

military activities, waste — which 

includes technological waste — 

and wastewater management, 

farming, stock breeding the 

building of urban and transport 

infrastructures.

Soil pollution refers to 

the contamination of 

soil with anomalous 

concentrations of 

toxic substances. It is 

a serious 

environmental 

concern since it 

harbours many health 

hazards. For 

example, exposure to 

soil containing high 

concentrations of 

benzene increases 

the risk of contracting 

leukaemia.

Land pollution

Some diseases that can be 

caused by land pollution 

are cholera, diarrhoea, 

cancer, cardiovascular 

diseases, breathing 

disorders, birth defects, 

skin defects and chronic 

kidney diseases

the deposition of solid 

or liquid waste 

materials on land or 

underground in a 

manner that can 

contaminate the soil 

and groundwater, 

threaten public 

health, and cause 

unsightly conditions 

and nuisances.

Air pollution

Household air pollution 

exposure leads to 

noncommunicable 

diseases including stroke, 

ischaemic heart disease, 

chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease 

(COPD) and lung cancer.

Air pollution is the 

contamination of air 

due to the presence 

of substances in the 

atmosphere that are 

harmful to the health 

of humans and other 

living beings, or 

cause damage to the 

climate or to 

materials.

water Pollution

Contaminated water and 

poor sanitation are linked 

to transmission of diseases 

such as cholera, diarrhoea, 

dysentery, hepatitis A, 

typhoid and polio.

Water pollution is the 

contamination of 

water bodies, usually 

as a result of human 

activities, so that it 

negatively affects its 

uses. Water bodies 

include lakes, rivers, 

oceans, aquifers, 

reservoirs and 

groundwater. Water 

pollution results when 

contaminants mix 

with these water 

bodies.

Noise pollution

Respiratory agitation, 

racing pulse, high 

blood pressure, 

headaches and, in 

case of extremely loud, 

constant noise, 

gastritis, colitis and 

even heart attacks.

Noise pollution, or 

sound pollution, is 

the propagation of 

noise or sound with 

ranging impacts on 

the activity of human 

or animal life, most of 

which are harmful to 

a degree. The source 

of outdoor noise 

worldwide is mainly 

caused by machines, 

transport and 

propagation systems.
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Air pollution

Household air 

pollution exposure 

leads to 

noncommunicable 

diseases 

including stroke, 

ischaemic heart 

disease, chronic 

obstructive 

pulmonary disease 

(COPD) and lung 

cancer.

Air pollution is the contamination of 

air due to the presence of substances 

in the atmosphere that are harmful to 

the health of humans and other living 

beings, or cause damage to the 

climate or to materials.


