Wikipedia is a free, open-source online encyclopedia that anyone can edit and contribute to.
Launched in 2001 by Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger, it has grown to become one of the
largest and most widely used reference websites globally, offering millions of articles in
multiple languages.

The core idea behind Wikipedia is to provide a collaborative platform where individuals from
around the world can contribute knowledge on a variety of subjects. Articles are written by
volunteers who research, write, and update content regularly. While anyone can edit most
articles, contributions must adhere to Wikipedia’s guidelines on neutrality, verifiability, and
no original research. This collaborative approach allows the platform to continuously evolve,
staying up to date with new information.

Wikipedia covers an incredibly broad range of topics—science, history, art, technology,
culture, and more—making it a valuable resource for quick information. Articles are typically
well-cited with references to reputable sources, enhancing their credibility. The platform also
has a system of discussion pages, where editors can talk about article content and suggest
changes.

Despite its open nature, Wikipedia isn’t without criticism. Concerns about the accuracy of
information, bias, and vandalism have arisen, but Wikipedia’s community-driven model has
mechanisms to address these issues, such as constant monitoring and review.

In conclusion, Wikipedia is a unique and essential tool for learning and research, offering
accessible, crowdsourced knowledge to people all over the world. Its open-edit nature
continues to foster the exchange of information globally.



